
Structured and legacy
giving, made simple

  
Manage your giving with confidence, 
now and for generations to come.



Benefits of setting up a 
Giving Fund Fund with us:

A Giving Fund (previously known as a Sub Fund) is
your own charitable account established with
Sydney Community Foundation, designed to make
giving strategic, tax-effective and impactful.

A Fund can have its own name and purpose - 
as chosen by you, the donor. Fund holdings are
invested to grow, with earnings attributed back 
to your Fund.

The Foundation manages Giving Funds (also
known as ‘Sub-Funds’ or ‘Named Funds’) for
individuals, families, corporates and in memory of
loved ones. 

Simple and Tax-Effective Giving
Receive an immediate tax deduction on all
donations, including your initial contribution
to establish the Fund.
Enjoy a simple, streamlined way to manage
your philanthropy.
No establishment fees, with competitive
ongoing fees that support the work of the
Sydney Community Foundation.
Support the causes you care about without
the complexity of setting up and managing
your own foundation, trust or charity.

Bring People Together
Unite family, friends or colleagues around 

       a shared charitable purpose.
Honour a loved one through a Fund
established in their name.

Create Lasting Impact
See first-hand how your grants create
meaningful, community-led change.
Build a lasting legacy that benefits future
generations.
Grow your Fund over time, increasing the
resources available for future grantmaking.

Image: The Minty Family established Bricks
and Smiles – The Zac Minty Legacy Fund in
2023, in loving memory of their son.

How Giving Funds work

Leaving a gift in your Will is a powerful way to
support the causes you care about for
generations to come.

Donations set out in a Will can be received into
an existing Giving Fund or you can establish a
new Fund for this purpose in your Will.

Our team will work with you, so that your advisers
can ensure that your wishes are clearly 
documented and honoured.

Giving Funds are the perfect place for
your bequest

A Sydney Community Foundation 
Giving Fund is an easy, stress-free
way to manage your philanthropy
now and into the future.

Fund holders advise the Sydney Community
Foundation of the grants they would like to make,
and our team manages the distribution of these
grants on your behalf.

You can contribute to your Giving Fund at any
time, as can your family, friends, colleagues, or
others who wish to give alongside you. 

All donations to a Sydney Community Foundation
Giving Fund are tax-deductible.

What is a Giving Fund?
(Previously known as a Sub Fund)



You can open your Fund by completing our
Establishment Form and making an initial tax-
deductible donation.

A Giving Fund can be started with an initial
contribution of $20,000 or seeded to grow over
time. Your Fund is then professionally invested
and managed by Sydney Community Foundation
to support its long-term growth and impact.

Grantmaking
Giving Funds can support both large and small
charities across Australia. All grant
recommendations are reviewed and approved by
the Sydney Community Foundation Board.

You’ll also benefit from our expert due diligence
and deep relationships with community
organisations creating meaningful change on the
ground. The minimum grant distribution from your
Fund is $1,000.

Governance and Administration
The Foundation manages all administration,
compliance, governance and financial
management on your behalf — allowing you to
focus on supporting the causes and communities
you care most about.

Reporting and Impact
You’ll receive regular Fund balance updates,
along with impact reporting and stories from the
organisations your Fund supports.

Growing Your Fund
Your Giving Fund can receive tax-deductible
donations from family, friends, colleagues and the
wider public, helping grow your giving over time
and inspiring collective generosity within your
community.

How to establish a 
Giving Fund

Image: Sydney Women’s Fund Future Changemaker scholarship recipient,
and Giving Fund holder Alanah Jeffries (Alanah Houston Jeffries Family
Fund)

Sydney Community Foundation offers the
opportunity to establish a Giving Fund under
any of our Key Impact Funds, including Sydney
Women’s Fund, the Keeping Women out of
Coalition (KWOOP) and Impact100 Sydney.

The Foundation’s Key Impact Funds are each
focused on tackling issues specific to
Sydneysiders – ranging from domestic and
family violence, to social and economic
security, education and employment, justice,
and participation in philanthropy.

You can find out more about Key Impact
Funds on our website.

Visibility and Engagement
Fund holders can choose to feature their
purpose and grantmaking on a dedicated
page on the Sydney Community Foundation
website. We can also provide a customised
online donation form, making it easy for others
to contribute to your Fund.

As a Fund holder, you’ll also receive invitations
to special events and gatherings with like-
minded philanthropists, donors and social
impact leaders — creating opportunities for
connection, learning and collaboration.

Join with our Key Impact Funds

Opening a Giving Fund is simple and
immediate. There is no establishment
fee.



1. Sydney Community
Foundation
Leave a gift in your Will
and choose a specific
cause or let us use it
where it is needed most.

2. Existing 
Giving Fund 
Bequest to one of our
existing Giving Funds,
including the Sydney
Women’s Fund, with a
gift of any amount.

3. Your own 
Giving Fund 
Establish your own Giving
Fund for your bequest and
make a lasting impact on
the causes close to your
heart.

You can leave a gift to
Sydney Community
Foundation in three ways:

A bequest is a powerful way to extend your
giving beyond your lifetime, making a
difference in the lives of future generations.

Legacies

By leaving a charitable gift to Sydney Community
Foundation in your Will, your gift will be managed
in perpetuity so that it continues to support the
organisations and causes you care about for
generations to come. A bequest is simply a gift
that is written in your Will. It can be a gift of cash,
property, shares or other investments. 

Sydney Community Foundation can provide you
with examples of how to direct your gift to align
with your wishes. We can also work with you and
your advisers to establish your charitable
bequest. 

Example wording for your Will is available on
our website or by contacting our team. 

It is important to seek independent advice to
ensure that your wishes are clearly expressed and
meet legal requirements.

A bequest is a gift provided as part of a Will, intestacy or settlement. Bequests can take many forms, such
as a specific asset, a set amount of money, or a designated percentage of an estate. There are several
types of bequests, each offering a unique way to leave a lasting legacy that reflects your values and
wishes. 

Choose the bequest that suits you best

Pecuniary bequest
A fixed amount specified in a Will.

Residuary bequest
The remaining value of an estate when all other bequests to family and friends have been made and
liabilities have been paid.

Reversionary bequest
Allows a surviving partner to benefit from your estate during their lifetime and then for the balance of
the estate to be paid to Sydney Community Foundation upon their death.



Sydney Community Foundation
(SCF) 

Public Company Ltd by Guarantee 
Trustee of Tax-Deductible Fund 

Trustee of General Fund 
ABN 51 104 436 955 

Sydney Community 
Foundation Gives Ltd

(SCF Gives)
Public Benevolent

Institution 
(SCF subsidiary) 

DGR1 
ABN 12 619 116 488

Tax Deductible
Fund

DGR2 
(Trust)
ABN 

77 528 860 176

ANNUAL FEE

Community
Charity Trust

DGR1
(Trust)
ABN 

15 494 368 834

Non-Tax
Deductible

Fund
General Trust

(Trust)
ABN 

93 922 631 823

Our Structure

We combine structures to enable:
Funding to charities and grassroots
organisations
Support for individuals and families
Integrated fundraising capability
End-to-end delivery (not just advice)

The new Community Charity Trust (CCT) enables
giving to 600,000 NFPs vs just the 20,000 with
DGR1 status.

Structure Established

Sydney Community Foundation 
(Company Limited by Guarantee)

2003

Sydney Community Foundation (Tax Deductible Fund)
Public Ancillary Fund 

2004

Sydney Community Foundation (General Trust)
Non Tax Deductible Fund

2004

Sydney Community Foundation Gives
Public Benevolent Institution 2017

Sydney Community Foundation 
(Community Charity Trust)

2026

A more complete model



BALANCE ANNUAL FEE

Seed Fund (up to $20,000) 1.2%

Assets (up to $500,000) 2%

Next $500,000 - $1,000,000 1.8%

Next $1,000,000 - $2,500,000 1.0%

Assets over $2,500,000 0.5%

For-for-Profit Organisations 1.2% on balances up to $1M. Once a not-for-profit
Giving Fund reaches a balance of $1M, the fee will
follow the arrangements described for Giving Funds.
($1M-$2.5M: 1.0%, and over $2.5M: 0.5%)

Our Giving Fund Fees

Investment movement is allocated quarterly to all Giving Funds in proportion to their balance.
Annual fees are paid monthly and scaled to reflect the size of the fund. 
An investment management fee of 0.75% to 0.85% will be charged to all Giving Funds quarterly.
$20,000 must be retained in the Giving Fund at all times in order for it to remain active.
‘Seed’ Funds are required to attain a balance of $20,000 within 10 years of their 

       establishment date and at such point they will be treated as Giving Funds.
We are a registered charity, and all ‘fees’ are re-invested in our work for the community.

All fees directly contribute to Sydney Community Foundation and help 
grow a culture of giving in Greater Sydney. Annual fees cover all services
provided, including social impact and granting support, administration,
compliance and financial management.

Contact us to learn more

Jodie Streckeisen
Donor Manager 
Sydney Community Foundation

(02) 8030 7050
enquiries@sydcf.org.au



What we’re 
about

As a community foundation, our
cause is our place. We are here
for Sydney, preserving what it is
Sydneysiders love about their
home, and tackling the issues
that challenge our city or keep 
its residents from thriving. The
issues we address will continue to
evolve with time, but a few things
remain constant:

We back Sydney’s changemakers

A core reason for being is to support Sydney’s civil
society ecosystem. We know the change makers
on the ground and partner closely with them. We
understand that they are best placed to
determine local priorities and drive impact. Our
bread and butter is strengthening the ecosystem
of service providers tackling the issues impacting
Sydneysiders.

We drive collective giving for
greater impact

We support Sydneysiders to give back to their
community in a way that is fun and meaningful.
Whether it be through setting up an individual
fund, giving to an existing fund or investing into
the Sydney Community Foundation’s permanent
fund, one of the benefits of backing a community
foundation is the opportunity to be part of a
network of engaged citizens actively working to
improve our city. Our ever growing community of
donors trusts our expertise to get funding where
it’s most needed while strengthening the whole
civil society sector.

We build collaborative solutions
to sticky problems
The Foundation has a unique role as a
neutral, independent stakeholder. Coupled
with our knowledge and expertise of the
gaps in the system, we initiate programs
where we are well placed to use our
collaborative, convening and subject matter
expertise. Today this looks like four key
impact funds working across issues including
gender equity, justice reform, civic
participation and social cohesion.

Sydney Women’s Fund improves the lives
of Sydney women and families through
research, advocacy, consultation, co-
design and strategic community
investment.

Keeping Women Out Of Prison (KWOOP) is
an authoritative coalition advocating to
address the criminalisation of vulnerable
women and achieve better outcomes for
those affected by the criminal legal
system.

Impact 100 Sydney and Sydney South are
fun, accessible giving circles bringing
together individuals to create local
change. They serve to educate about key
issues and mobilise community, making it
easy and meaningful for everyone to
contribute to a vibrant, inclusive city.

Schools for Impact is a high school
education program where students learn
about local needs, then act through inter
schools collective giving. Empowering our
next generation of philanthropists as local
changemakers.



For over two decades,
Sydney Community
Foundation has guided
philanthropic giving and
advocated for change
important to Sydneysiders.

22 years
of impact 

Who we are

We have raised and connected over $35 million
for impactful community projects, big and small.

We work with grassroots charities, social
innovators, change makers, donors, corporates
and governments to improve the lives of
individuals and communities across Greater
Sydney.

Collaboration is at the heart of what we do,
because sustainable change requires a whole
of society approach.

The Sydney Community Foundation is backed by
an experienced volunteer board and investment
committee of top-tier professionals providing
strong governance, oversight, strategic vision 
and sustainability.

We are trusted by major funders, corporates 
and partners thanks to our experienced
leadership team across philanthropy, investment
and governance. We provide full compliance,
reporting and fiduciary oversight, established
grantmaking frameworks and due diligence
processes.

Join us

Partners, donors and grantees value
being part of a generous, connected
community actively building a safer,
stronger, more inclusive, vibrant and
joyful Sydney for all its residents.

Your gift today is invested to generate
impact for Sydney today, tomorrow and
for generations to come.

Partner with us

Sydney Community Foundation,
35-59 Dickson St Newtown NSW 2042 sydcf.org.au
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