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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land that we now call Sydney.

We define Greater Sydney as the Sydney Metropolitan Area. We pay our respects

to Elders past, present and emerging. This includes the Gadigal people of the Eora
nation on the southern harbour shores and extends from Campbelltown, Dharawal
people, in the south to the Northern Suburbs, Garigal and Caregal people, to Gosford
and the Central Coast, the Darkinjung people and to Penrith in the west, Darug
people. East to west it extends from the coast to the Blue Mountains, the Dharug
and Gundungurra people, and north to south from the Hawkesbury River, Darug and
Darkinjung people, and to the lllawarra Escarpment, the Dharawal people.



The power of
Sydney Community
Foundation

Sydney Community Foundation is
part of the community we support.
We have first-hand knowledge

of local issues and bring people
together to pool resources and
activate the power of resource
sharing for lasting impact.

We act as a strategic hub, bringing
together not-for-profits, donors,
businesses and government entities
to address complex challenges
collectively.

The power of perpetuity, driven by
a Permanent Fund, ensures that
interest earned is available year
on year, allowing the Foundation
to make impactful, long-term
investments in the community.

We possess a deep understanding
of local needs and priorities. Through
rigorous research, community
engagement and partnerships, we
identify areas where investments
can yield the greatest social,
economic, and cultural benefits. This
targeted approach maximises the
effectiveness of funding and enables
us to tackle pressing issues with
precision and agility.

While governments may change
and policies evolve, we remain
steadfast in our commitment to

the community, operating beyond
election cycles and ensuring that
essential services and support
endures regardless of political shifts.

We provide stability and continuity.
This resilience makes our Community
Foundation an indispensable pillar of
community resilience and progress.

Our superpower lies in our ability

to catalyse positive change and foster
sustainable development within a
community.
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20 years of impact
for Sydney

For two decades, Sydney Community Foundation has guided
philanthropic giving and advocated for change important to
Sydneysiders.

We have raised and connected over $25 million for impactful community
projects, big and small.

We work with grassroots charities, social innovators, philanthropists, donors,
corporates, and governments to improve the lives of individuals and
communities across Greater Sydney.

Collaboration is at the heart of what we do, because a strong, fair Sydney
matters to us all.

We are proud to share with you, our achievements and plans for the future.



Our achievements

We reflect on our incredible journey and
celebrate the dedication of our past and
present board members, staff, committee
members and volunteers, our sub fund
holders, donors, charity partners and our
local communities.

We extend our deepest thanks to each of
you. Together, we have built a legacy and
will continue to shape a brighter future
for Sydney.

2000s

2004

Sydney Community Foundation
launches.

2008

Sydney Women’s Fund co-founded by
Wendy McCarthy AO and Lucy Brogden
AM to improve the lives of Sydney
women and families.

2010s

2012

Inaugural Maybanke Fund Lecture
‘From Suffragettes to CyberFems'
delivered.

Twenty Years, Twenty Stories

Project highlights the diversity and
complexity of Sydney’s vulnerable
communities in partnership with the
Australian Human Rights Commission.

The first Sydney Women’s Fund
Portrait Research Report identifies
under-investment in Western and
South-Western Sydney women and
families, and catalyses place-based
program development.

2013

2015

RISE program developed to reduce
school refusal in Claymore expands to
24 schools across Western Sydney and
engages 150+ youth.

Sydney Women's Fund Portrait Il
Research focuses on the pressing issue
of womens' safety.

2016

2020s

2020

Rapid response COVID-19 appeal
delivers critical funds to keep
grassroots charity doors open, and
food on the table for families, during
the pandemic.

2021

Parent’s Café refugee project in
Fairfield recognised by UN as best
practice in re-settling families
displaced by Syrian war.

Sydney Women's Fund Sewing Circles
support migrant and refugee women
to heal from trauma, learn English and
create employment pathways.

Be Kind Sydney Appeal empowers
Sydney’s grassroots charities to
fundraise alongside the Sydney
Community Foundation during the
extended lockdowns.

Sydney Women's Fund Portrait IV
Research takes the pulse of Sydney
women at the height of the pandemic.

Abel Dunn basketball court opens in
Warwick Farm; a successful public,
private partnership supported by
Sydney Community Foundation.

Baroness Corsten invited to present
the first Empowering Women Changing
Lives Breakfast and highlights the need
to keep women out of prison.

2017

Keeping Women Out Of Prison
(KWOOP) coadlition launches and leads
advocacy to improve outcomes for
women and families affected by the
NSW criminal justice system.

Launch of Sydney Women's Fund
'Women's Work' mini-doco series,
highlights the financial inequities
Sydney women face.

2022

The Marrickville community launches
its place-based sub fund.

DGR1 subsidiary establishment
recognises the Sydney Community
Foundation’s transformative place-
based program achievements.

First-of-its-kind NSW Government
challenge grant secured to initiate
place-based community-driven
change in Western Sydney and
South-Western Sydney.

2014

IMPACT100 Sydney giving circle
starts, making philanthropy accessible
for everyone in our city.

Ukrainian Helping Hand Project,
co-designed with Sydney’s Ukrainian
community, helps resettle more than
3000 displaced women and children
across Greater Sydney.

2024

Community road mapping and launch
of the Foundation’s place-based
philanthropy program in Warwick
Farm with local partner Liverpool
Neighbourhood Connections.

Sydney Airport partners with Sydney
Community Foundation on annual
Lost Property Auction, distributing
proceeds to local charities.

2018

Sydney Women's Fund Portrait
V Research presents longitudinal
insights on women's lives in Sydney.

Sydney Women's Fund Portrait Il
Research begins as a survey and

captures the hopes, dreams and

fears of Sydney women.

Sydney Women'’s Fund Urgent
Domestic & Sexual Violence Appeal
launches, raising critical funds to
support essential frontline services.

Sydney Community Foundation
celebrates its 20th anniversary.



A bold reimagining

The Foundation’s 2030 strategy outlines a plan to build
a $60 million Permanent Fund for our beloved city.

This Fund will enable us to give in a sustained way, to tackle wicked problems,
to respond when local need is urgent, and to be here for Sydney forever.

Our focus is helping Sydney people, and their communities heal, grow, change,
and achieve their goals.

We are here to help you give to the causes that you care about most. Design
your own fund with us, or start one within one of our existing priority areas.

We invite you to invest boldly and collectively with us for Sydney’s future.



Our gift to Sydney

For Sydneysiders by Sydneysiders

Globally, there are more than

1800 Community Foundations
fostering lasting change and
resilience in cities across the

world. From the bustling streets

of Melbourne to the iconic skyline

of New York and the picturesque
Western Bay of Plenty, New Zealand,
Community Foundations have built
significant Permanent Funds.

Sydney, our beloved city,

is now ready to begin the
exciting task of building its
own Permanent Fund.

Building a lasting Foundation

We are steadfast and unwavering
in our commitment to our city.
Building a significant Permanent
Fund will better enable us to invest
long term and work together with
local leaders to solve issues facing
our communities.

By 2030 we will:

1. Build a collective endowment of $60 million in
the Foundation's priority areas and donor-advised
sub funds.

2. Be the go-to place for donors seeking to give
well in Sydney, connecting generous individuals
and families with meaningful and impactful
giving opportunities.

3. Provide Sydney grassroots charities with the
resources, guidance and funding they need
to bring about positive change in the lives of
those they serve.

We believe that those closest to the
issues are closest to the solutions.
We work with not-for-profits across
Greater Sydney to make a difference
where it matters most.

We prioritise investment in women
because we know when women are
supported, families become stronger
and communities are uplifted.



An invitation from
our community

Our priorities have emerged over our 20 years of grant making. These are the
causes important to Sydney’s most vulnerable communities. It is important for
us to give where the need is greatest, and where we can make the most
significant difference.

We contribute to The United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals:
Gender Equality; Decent Work and Economic Growth; Industry, Innovation and
Infrastructure; Reduced Inequalities; Sustainable Cities and Communities;
Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions.

Through prudent investment responsibly managed by our experienced Board,
interest earned each year is invested in our communities, allowing for the
preservation and growth of our Permanent Fund.

In the years ahead, we want to be ready to respond to emerging issues across
Greater Sydney and to grant in a sustained way for communities seeking
lasting transformation.



Sydney
Women's Fund

In our efforts to build stronger, more resilient
communities, we always start with women and
families. Since 2008, our key impact fund, the
Sydney Women'’s Fund, has focused on increasing
opportunity and equity for women and families in
the following ways: Safety and Crisis, Inclusion and
Wellbeing, and Education and Employment.

Our aim is for every woman to have access to
education, work, independence and belonging, to be
free from violence and discrimination. We advocate
for every woman to be able to participate fully in
community life and achieve equity in all areas.

We work collaboratively with our partners to provide
women with education scholarships, supported
learning in safe spaces, job skills, training, work
pathways and employment scholarships. We fund
shelter for victims of domestic violence, personalised
casework, referrals to specialists for physical and
mental health care, and fund holistic trauma
recovery programs.

We help newly arrived women to navigate the
Australian settlement system, work and recruitment
processes.

By providing funding and support to organisations
that work towards gender equity, Sydney Women’s
Fund helps to create a stronger, more equal and fairer
community for everyone.

We thank those who have invested with us in this priority area to date with a donor-advised sub fund of the Sydney Women’s Fund:
Alanah Houston Jeffries Family Fund, Dermalogica Fund, Iceni Fund, Imalia Fund, Keeping Women Out of Prison Coalition Fund,

Strong Women Fund, Strutt Go Child Fund and The Karen lles Sexual Assault Victims Justice Fund.

1. Sydney Women's Fund Portrait V Women of Greater Sydney Research

What would investing
in gender equality
in Sydney mean?

A Sydney where
all women feel
valued, live free
from violence,
and can thrive.

We invite you to be part of the solution, join us and invest
to build a Permanent Fund for this important cause.

SYDNEY
WOMEN’S
FUND

“The childcare and
child services program
has been a fundamental
enabler of women’s labour
participation and improved
parenting skills, leading
to happier families.”
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What would investing in
belonging and wellbeing
in Sydney mean?

Belonging and
wellbeing

We fund projects and organisations that promote
inclusion and cohesion, programs that bring

people from different backgrounds together,

cultural events and festivals, and initiatives that
build stronger connections between neighbours.

We make sure people are cared for, we fund
programs for mental and physical health, and that
provide food security. We support and help empower
new arrivals to our city.

In 2022, we launched the Ukrainian Helping Hand
Project co-designed with Sydney’s Ukrainian
community to support families fleeing to safety.
The project employs a Welcome Team, two recently
arrived Ukrainian women, to assist arriving families
with critical services such as visa application
support, accommodation and pathways to education
and employment. During the crisis, the team were
on hand day and night to help families transition to
their new lives and continue to deliver extraordinary
impacts, including securing $400,000 from the
Ministry of Multiculturalism to provide long-term
accommodation for around 100 families.

Everyone feels “As a single mother
connected, valued of three struggling to find
and supported, .

. . work on a temporary visa,
enhancing social
cohesion, and [ am grateful for the
building stronger financial support with
communities bond and two weeks rent.

for all. It was a great help and

gave me space to breathe.”

We thank those who have invested with us in this priority area to date with a donor-advised sub fund: Peter Brennan and Michael

Lynch Fund, River's Edge ChangeMakers, Turbans 4 Australia Fund and Youanmi Fund. L. . L X
We invite you to be part of the solution, join us and invest @%

2. Social isolation and loneliness - Mental health - AIHW to build a Permanent Fund for this important cause.




Education and
employment

We support programs and organisations that
improve the lives of vulnerable people helping them
gain education, skills and decent work. These include
mentoring programs for young people, training and
education opportunities for adults, and initiatives
that help people with a disability access employment.

Young people are our future, and investing in

their education is crucial for building stronger
communities. We support a range of scholarships for
refugees and young, high-potential people in public
schools who face socio-economic disadvantages. We
also offer tertiary scholarships to support Indigenous
people to become early childhood educators. These
scholarships are designed to ease the financial

and mental burdens on promising young students,
increase inclusion and representation in the
education sector, and ensure scholars can continue
their education and achieve their full potential.

We also support work scholarships and employment
pathways for women living in some of Sydney’s
most disadvantaged communities. These programs
increase the financial and emotional independence
of women and their families.

We thank those who have invested with us in this priority area to date with a donor-advised sub fund: Dorothy Hoddinott Refugee
Education Fund, Christopher Procter Fund, IMPACT100 Sydney and The Maybanke Fund.

We invite you to be part of the solution, join us and invest
3. Supporting young people experiencing disadvantage to secure work | Australian Institute of Family Studies (aifs.gov.au) to build a Permanent Fund for this importo nt cause.




What would investing
in Sydney’s local
communities and
places mean?

Transforming
communities
and place

At Sydney Community Foundation, we fund
initiatives that improve the physical and social
environment of local communities. These include
projects that beautify local parks and public spaces,
create locations to connect and that help revitalise
neighbourhoods and build stronger communities.

The pride that the Warwick Farm community has
for the Abel Dunn basketball court is immense.
The court was a moonshot idea put forth by local
young people in the road mapping conducted

at the launch of our place-based program.

With seed funding from Sydney Community
Foundation donors, support and advocacy to help
win Government and philanthropic grants, the
community realised their young peoples’ dream.
Built in 2016, the Sydney Kings offered free training
to local kids, and education and mentoring as

part of this project. The court remains a key reason

young people gather at the local neighbourhood Healthier, happier “Sydney Community
centre and engage in its valuable community and safer local Foundation’s support
transformation programs. communities .
. helped attract funding
that foster social
connectedness for the basketball court,
for the wellbeing an important piece of
of future infrastructure for the

generations. community. It allows the

children to be active,
improve social skills and
learn sportsmanship.”

We thank those who have invested with us in this priority area to date with a donor-advised sub fund: Blue Mountains Disaster Ready

Fund and Parramatta Community Fund.

- 000000n0n0n0n0n0n0n0n0n0n0nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn@@o We invite you to be part of the solution, join us and invest
4. Health across socioeconomic groups - Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (aihw.gov.au) to build a Permanent Fund for this importqnt cause.




There's no better
investment than in
the place you love.

Will you join us in co-investing in Sydney's future, today and
for generations to come?

Whether you're an individual, a foundation, or an organisation, we offer
opportunities for you to make a meaningful impact.

Loredana Fyffe
CEO

(02) 8030 7050 | 0422 090 734
loredana@sydcf.org.au

If you’re not ready now

Consider making a lasting impact with a bequest gift, a powerful way of
extending your giving beyond your lifetime and making a real difference in the
lives of the next generation.
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Our people

Our Patrons

Sydney Community Foundation

Sydney Women's Fund

Sydney Women's Fund

Her Excellency the Honourable Wendy McCarthy AO Lucy Brogden AM
Margaret Beazley AC KC

Governor of New South Wales

Our Board

Sophie McCarthy Georgina Byron AM Lucy Brodgen AM
Chair Deputy Chair

Lisa Chung AM

David McCarthy

Melanie Kansil

Eric Moore

Melanie Leijer

Joanna Ryan

Sydney Community Foundation is an
independent, community-led foundation,
run by Sydneysiders for Sydneysiders.

Our Priorities

o

Building the
Permanent Fund
for perpetual impact

Sydney Women's
Fund

Belonging and
wellbeing

Education and
employment

Transforming
communities
and place

Established in 2004, we have two decades of place
and issues-based granting expertise. As a result,
we have built deep connections with the grassroots
organisations in our local neighbourhoods.

Our giving community comprises donor-advised

sub funds established by individuals, organisations,
families and like-minded groups. Our individual
donors are couples, young professionals, retirees and
everyone in between. What unites us is our desire to
make a difference.

Partners, donors and grantees value being part of a
broad, generous, connected community and actively
work to advance community-driven solutions.

Our Role

We enable, support and amplify giving in Sydney.
We connect those who can give with those making
positive change.

Our Approach

We use our extensive network and grant-making
experience to identify effective programs and
passionate changemakers. We listen to community
leaders and advocates, and we fund research into
specific issues facing communities that then informs
our philanthropic work.

Our Values

Brave: We step up, support and lead by example to
make Sydney a strong and just community.

Kind: We are compassionate and aim to help the
most vulnerable in our community.

Collaborative: We establish, build and maintain
partnerships to achieve our goals.

Trusted: We are accountable, financially responsible
and strive for equity in all we do.




With love
from Sydney

COMMUNITY
WYV FounpATION

Collective Giving. Local Impact.
sydcf.org.au



